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Respecting Tassie carers 
ON 14 April 2022, the 
Tasmanian Government 
released the draft Carer 
Recognition Bill and is 
now seeking feedback 
from carers and the 
broader community.

The consultation 
period is an opportunity 
for people in the 
community to read the 
draft Bill and either agree 
with it or suggest changes 
before it is considered by 
Parliament.

Carers Tasmania 
and Care2Serve CEO 
David Brennan said 
Tasmania is currently 
the only Australian state 
or territory which does 
not legally or formally 
recognise carers. 

“Tasmania’s more 
than 80,000 unpaid, 
informal carers have 
long sought formal 
recognition and Carers 
Tasmania welcomes the 
release of a draft Bill that 
will get them deserved 
acknowledgement,” he 
said.

“I urge all family and 
friend carers to take 
the time to read the Bill 
and look at what we 
proposed for inclusion, 
and provide feedback 
about whether carers 
support the Bill as it is 
or would like to make 
suggestions for change.”

About one in six 
Tasmanians are currently 
providing care to a family 
member or friend who 
may have disability, 
mental ill health, a 
chronic or life limiting 
condition, alcohol or 
drug dependence, or 
who are frail or aged.

That’s why Carers 
Tasmania believes 
it is crucial that this 
legislation makes a 
practical and positive 
difference to the life 
of the state’s carers; 
and supports and 
promotes the routine 
identification of carers 
in Tasmania to ensure 
that they are connected 
to appropriate supports 

to maintain their 
own mental, physical, 
emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing.

Carers Tasmania also 
believes carers should 
be recognised, valued, 
have the opportunity to 
share their stories and 
experiences, and be 
included as experts as 
part of the care team.

In December 2021, 
Carers Tasmania 
submitted a response 
based on what carers 
told us they thought 
was important to be 
considered in this 
important legislation.

You can find our 
submission on our 
website:

www.carerstas.
org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/12/
Carers-Tasmania-
Response-to-the-Carer-
Recognition-Legislation-
Discussion-Paper.pdf

The draft Bill contains 
the following eight items 
listed under the Carer 

Charter:
1. Carers should be 
acknowledged as 
diverse and are to be 
treated as individuals 
with their own needs 
within, and beyond, 
their roles as carers.
2. Carers should be 
consulted in relation 
to the development 
of programs, and 
the provision of 
resources, in so far as 
those programs and 
resources affect their 
role as carers.
3. Carers should 
be empowered to 
access information 
and services that are 
relevant to them in 
their role as carers.
4. Carers should 
be supported to 
participate in, and 
contribute to, the 
social, political, 
economic and 
cultural life of 
Tasmania.
5. Carers should 
be respected for 

their valuable role in 
supporting persons in 
those persons’ homes 
and in supporting 
them to access, and 
engage in, a wide 
range of services.
6. Carers’ knowledge 
about the persons for 
whom they are caring 
should be respected, 
acknowledging that 
each carer, and each 
person being cared 
for, has both rights 
and responsibilities.
7. Carers should be 
able to raise concerns 
about decisions, and 
services, that affect 
them as carers or the 
persons for whom 
they are caring, 
without the carers or 
such persons suffering 
adverse repercussions.
8. Carers’ concerns 
about decisions, and 
services, that affect 
them as carers or that 
affect the persons 
for whom they are 
caring, are to be dealt 

with as promptly 
as reasonably 
practicable.

What are your 
thoughts on the 
proposed charter items? 
We are hopeful that this 
charter will be a charter 
of rights for carers, and 
that the items will be 
presented in a rights-
based format.

You can read the 
full draft Bill at www.
communities.tas.gov.
au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0009/212400/
Draft-Carer-Recognition-
Bill-2022.pdf

You can provide a 
written, video or audio 
submission by close 
of business Tuesday 
10 May 2022, directly 
to the Department of 
Communities:

Post:
Carer Action Plan
Communities Sport 

and Recreation,
Department of 

Communities Tasmania
GPO Box 65

Hobart, TAS 7001
Please include a name 

and contact details.
Email: 

carers.actionplan@
communities.tas.gov.au

We will let you know 
when we receive your 
submission.

Please include a name 
and contact details.

Phone: 
1300 135 513 if you 
have difficulty with your 
submission.

Alternatively, we 
encourage you to discuss 
your thoughts directly 
with us, as we are the 
peak body representing 
and supporting carers in 
Tasmania.

We would love to 
hear from you. You can 
phone us on 61443700 
(Julie Ryan – Executive 
Policy Officer) or email 
peak@care2serve.com.
au

Remember 
submissions close on 10 
May, so please get in 
quick!

ADVERTISEMENT

Carers Tasmania CEO David Brennan


