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MEDIA RELEASE  
 
FEDERAL BUDGET 
 

State’s Carers Peak Body Welcomes Federal Budget Support for Carers 
 
 
The Federal Government’s announcement in last night’s budget of $798.3M to support 
informal carers of someone frail aged has been welcomed by Carers Tasmania. 
 
“I am pleased to see the level of recognition given to family and friend carers in the 2021/2022 
Federal Budget,” said Carers Tasmania CEO, David Brennan. 
 
“Nationally, carers contribute just under $80 billion per year in unpaid care each year, with the 
Tasmanian contribution estimated at over $2.2 billion. An investment in respite to give carers 
a break is warmly welcomed.” 
 
Incentives for residential aged care facilities will increase access to beds for respite helping up 
to 67,000 families nationally. This is part of a $441.4M national program to increase respite for 
informal carers. 
 
The Federal Government is investing $103.4 million in new funding to support identification 
and referral of family carers into the Carer Gateway by aged care assessors, and to support 
carers with accessing respite support. 
 
“As the state with the highest proportion of carers over 65 years old, this commitment is 
significant. Many carers are not aware of supports and are frustrated with navigating systems 
to get the help they need.” 
 
“This commitment now means that for the first time, carers will be actively supported into the 
Carer Gateway and access supports to help them in their caring roles,” said Mr Brennan. 
 
The Carer Gateway is the new national service funded by the Australian Government and is 
the single point for informal carers to access information and supports. In Tasmania, the Carer 
Gateway Service Provider is Care to Serve, which is the service arm of Carers Tasmania. 
 
Carers Tasmania also welcomed spending commitments for dementia carers and those caring 
for someone with mental ill health. 
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The budget included $60.1 million to improve respite for dementia carers and $53 million to 
improve early intervention assistance for people with newly diagnosed dementia and their 
carers. 
 
A $2B investment over four years for the National Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Plan, 
which includes $114.4M to support group therapy and $46.6 million for parents and carers of 
children with emerging emotional difficulties. 
 
About Carers Tasmania 

Carers Tasmania is a non-profit body supporting informal carers across the state. They 
were appointed the state’s Peak Body for carers in July 2018, recognising their central 
role as the lead agency for family and friend carers. 

Carers Tasmania has offices in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. 

About carers 

An informal, unpaid carer is often a family member that cares for someone suffering chronic or 
life-limiting illness, has a mental health illness, is frail aged, has a disability or alcohol or other 
drug dependence. 

Informal carers are distinct from paid support workers who are also colloquially also called 
‘carers’, but who are fully employed and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. 
Conversely, family carers perform their caring duties without remuneration, other than 
minimal carer payments and allowances from the Department of Social Services. 
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