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MEDIA RELEASE  
 
TASMANIAN CABINET APPOINTMENTS 
 

State’s Carers Peak Body Offers to Work with Minister Courtney to Continue 
the Work of Supporting Young Carers 
 
 
Carers Tasmania has warmly welcomed yesterday’s announcement by Premier Peter Gutwein 
of the creation of a Children and Youth portfolio. 
 
“For the first time, the portfolio has given due prominence to the needs of young people by 
placing a Minister around the Cabinet table to talk to their issues,” said David Brennan, CEO. 
 
“We wish Minister Courtney every success in this role and look forward to meeting in the near 
future to highlight the challenges of young informal carers, particularly within schools, which 
also falls into another of the Minister’s responsibilities.” 
 
It is estimated that nine percent of Tasmania’s 80,000+ informal carers are aged under 25 
years and that one in fifteen school students has caring responsibilities that lead to them 
being left behind in NAPLAN results and have lower school completion rates and employment 
opportunities compared with students that don’t care for family members. 
 
“Carers Tasmania thanks outgoing Education Minister Rockliff for the work he started to move 
schools towards identifying young carers,” he said. 
 
“Minister Courtney has the unique opportunity to continue the work and we welcome the 
chance to be a partner with her in bringing this to fruition.” 
 
About Carers Tasmania 

Carers Tasmania is a non-profit body supporting informal carers across the state. They 
were appointed the state’s Peak Body for carers in July 2018, recognising their central 
role as the lead agency for family and friend carers. 

Carers Tasmania has offices in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. 
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About carers 

An informal, unpaid carer is often a family member that cares for someone suffering chronic  or 
life-limiting illness, has a mental health illness, is frail aged, has a disability or alcohol or other 
drug dependence. 

Informal carers are distinct from paid support workers who are also colloquially also called 
‘carers’, but who are fully employed and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. 
Conversely, family carers perform their caring duties without remuneration, other than 
minimal carer payments and allowances from the Department of Social Services. 
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