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MEDIA RELEASE  
 
TASMANIAN ELECTION 
 

Carers Peak Body Welcomes Tasmanian Liberal Commitment to Legislate Carer 
Recognition 
 
 
The State’s Peak Body for informal carers welcomed the election commitments given from the 
Tasmanian Liberals. 
 
The Tasmanian Liberals have committed a returned Government to adopt some of the 36 
recommendations made by Carers Tasmania: 
 

• Legislating carer recognition for the first time in Tasmania 
• Committing $20,000 per year for three years for a National Carers Week grant program 
• Continue funding Carers Tasmania as the Peak Body for informal carers  

 
“We thank the Tasmanian Liberals and in particular the Minister for Disability Services and 
Community Development, the Hon Jeremy Rockliff MP, for hearing the voice of carers and 
giving this commitment to formally recognise carers through legislation,” said David Brennan, 
CEO, Carers Tasmania. 
 
“This is something long sought by Tasmanian’s 80,000 informal carers and validates the 
incredible – but largely invisible – role carers play every day in supporting family and friends 
with disability, mental ill health, illness, alcohol or drug dependence or who are frail aged.” 
 
“When we remember that if you replaced the support that family carers provide across the 
state, it would cost over $2.2B every year, then legislated recognition is a very positive step.” 
 
Carers Tasmania has also welcomed the announcement of a new program for an annual 
commitment of $20,000 to fund activities across Tasmania during National Carers Week. 
 
  

https://tas.liberal.org.au/securing-tasmanias-future-building-stronger-communities


Carers Tasmania Media Release 

“A grant program that enables greater participation in National Carers Week across Tasmania 
is warmly welcomed,” Mr Brennan said. 
 
“We also appreciate the certainty of continued funding to ensure the voice of carers continues 
to be heard from all parts of Tasmania.” 
 
Mr Brennan noted that Carers Tasmania’s election platform contained 36 recommendations 
for practical and implementable support for carers. 
 
“There are still plenty of great ideas in our platform. My hope is that this is the beginning of 
announcements for Tasmania’s 80,000 carers between now and election day. I look forward to 
future policy and funding commitments.” 
 
About Carers Tasmania 

Carers Tasmania is a non-profit body supporting informal carers across the state. They 
were appointed the state’s Peak Body for carers in July 2018, recognising their central 
role as the lead agency for family and friend carers. 

Carers Tasmania has offices in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. 

About carers 

An informal, unpaid carer is often a family member that cares for someone suffering chronic 
or life-limiting illness, has a mental health illness, is frail aged, has a disability or alcohol or 
other drug issue. 

Informal carers are distinct from paid support workers who are also colloquially also called 
‘carers’, but who are fully employed and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. 
Conversely, family carers perform their caring duties without remuneration, other than 
minimal carer payments and allowances from the Department of Social Services. 
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