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MEDIA RELEASE  
 
TASMANIAN ELECTION 
 

State’s Carers Peak Body calls on major parties to not forget Tasmania’s 80,000 
unpaid carers  
 
 
Today, Carers Tasmania released 36 election recommendations in Launceston that will 
support the states 80,000+ unpaid family and friend carers. 
 
The recommendations stem from extensive consultation with carers across 21 towns and 
cities in Tasmania in January and February. 
 
“We have spoken with carers from all parts of Tasmania about what they say is important and 
what they want Government doing to support them. Our recommendations are their voice,” 
said David Brennan, CEO. 
 
The recommendations to the three major parties include: 
 

• Improving recognition by including carers in the Ministerial portfolio title and 
legislating a carer charter 

• Routinely identifying family carers across all government services 
• Ensuring carers are not invisible in the health system and are supported to navigate 

hospitalisation processes 
• Specific supports for young carers who range in age from 5 to twenty-five years old 
• Improving access to housing 
• Ensuring employment and training pathways for carers 

“The only commitment for carers to date was one from Tasmanian Labor before the election 
to legislate carer recognition. We now call on The Tasmanian Liberals and Tasmanian Greens 
to give tri-partite support,” said Mr Brennan. 
 
“We also want to see all parties seriously supporting unpaid family carers with the practical 
and implementable recommendations we have made.” 
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“During COVID, family carers locked down homes to protect the vulnerable and increased care 
to over 60-hours per week in many cases. The amount and type of care expanded 
dramatically.” 
 
“If you replaced the support that family carers provide across the state, it would cost over 
$2.2B every year. That is a massive contribution to the economy and would be a huge hit to 
the state budget if it didn’t’ happen.” 
 
“Carers aren’t asking much to be appropriately recognised in this election with genuine 
commitments to recognise them and make it easier for them to continue providing over $2B 
in care each and every year.” 
 
“Carers look forward to hearing the response of the major parties and knowing they are not 
alone. We will publish responses next Monday.” 
 
Carers Tasmania election recommendations can be found here. 
 
About Carers Tasmania 

Carers Tasmania is a non-profit body supporting informal carers across the state. They 
were appointed the state’s Peak Body for carers in July 2018, recognising their central 
role as the lead agency for family and friend carers. 

Carers Tasmania has offices in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. 

About carers 

An informal, unpaid carer is often a family member that cares for someone suffering chronic 
or life-limiting illness, has a mental health illness, is frail aged, has a disability or alcohol or 
other drug issue. 

Informal carers are distinct from paid support workers who are also colloquially also called 
‘carers’, but who are fully employed and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. 
Conversely, family carers perform their caring duties without remuneration, other than 
minimal carer payments and allowances from the Department of Social Services. 

 
 

 

https://www.carerstas.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2021-Tasmanian-Election-Platform-Carers-Tasmania-080421-FINAL.pdf
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