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Carers Peak Body Welcomes Opposition Pledge to Legislate Carer Recognition 

Carers Tasmania, the state’s peak body for family carers, has welcomed a pledge by the Tasmanian 

Opposition to introduce a Carers Charter and carer recognition legislation in a future Labor 

Government term. 

Tasmania introduced a carer policy in 2016 and a carer action plan in 2017. Carers Tasmania was also 

made the peak body for family carers in 2018. 

However, Tasmania is the only state that has not legislated to recognise the role and importance of 

family carers. Western Australia first introduced legislation in 2004 and the most recent was Victoria 

in 2012. 

 “Carers Tasmania warmly welcomes the Labor Party’s pledge to carer recognition legislation,” said 

chief executive David Brennan. 

“Whilst a Carer Policy was a good first step a few years ago, a policy can be easily ignored by 

government agencies and carers pushed to the sidelines,” Mr Brennan said.  

 “There are over 85,000 unpaid, family carers of someone with a mental illness, disability, chronic or 

life-limiting illness, frail or aged or with a substance issue. That’s 1:6 compared to a national ratio of 

1:8.” 

“Legislation will ensure that Parliament has oversight of the interests, rights and needs of each of 

these 85,000 Tasmanian carers.” 

Carers Tasmania anticipates that carer recognition legislation and charter of rights would include: 

• A wider definition of unpaid family carers that formally recognises addictive behaviours and 

kinship carers 

• Greater recognition of and action to support young carers, particularly within schools 

• Recognising the unpaid contribution of carers and replacement value 

• Employment and training pathways 

• Inclusion of family carers in assessment and treatment of those for whom they care 

• An obligation for government agencies to consider carers in administering and development 

related legislation and policy, and internally within their own people management 

approaches 

• Elevation of the Carer Issues Reference Group to a Ministerial Advisory Council for Carers 

   

  



 
 
About Carers Tasmania 

Carers Tasmania is a non-profit body supporting informal carers across the state. They were 

appointed the state’s Peak Body for carers in July 2018, recognising their central role as the lead 

agency for family and friend carers. 

Carers Tasmania has offices in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. 

About carers 

An informal, unpaid carer is often a family member that cares for someone suffering chronic 

or life-limiting illness, has a mental health illness, is frail aged, has a disability or alcohol or 

other drug issue.  

Informal carers are distinct from paid support workers who are also colloquially also called 

‘carers’, but who are fully employed and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. 

Conversely, family carers perform their caring duties without remuneration, other than 

minimal carer payments and allowances from the Department of Social Services. 
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