
 

MENTAL HEALTH ACT 2013 (Tas) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVIEW OF THE ACT’S OPERATION  
 
TERMS OF REFERENCE  
The Minister for Mental Health and Wellbeing is required to review the Mental Health Act 2013’s operation by 
February 2020.  The Minister is also required to table a report on the outcome of the review in Tasmanian 
Parliament.  

BACKGROUND  
The Act was drafted in response to a review of the Mental Health Act 1996.  

That review process took place over several years and involved a wide range of stakeholders.  When the Act 
came into effect on 17 February 2014 it was widely recognised as representing a significant reform in the legal 
framework for the care and treatment of people with serious mental illness.  Importantly, it made Tasmania the 
first jurisdiction in Australasia and one of only a handful of jurisdictions in the world to make consideration of a 
person’s decision-making capacity a threshold criterion for compulsory treatment for mental illness.   

The review is a requirement of the Act in recognition of these fundamental changes. 

SCOPE  
The Minister’s report will identify aspects of the Act’s operation that may need further consideration by 
Government.   

The review will focus on the Act’s operation and whether the Act’s provisions are operating as intended.  It will 
not consider ways in which the Act may need to be amended to address issues raised.  Consideration of this will 
happen later.  

HOW CAN PEOPLE CONTRIBUTE?   
The review provides an important opportunity for people to give the Minister feedback on how the Act is 
operating and how it impacts on or concerns them.    

The review is being led by Tasmania’s Chief Psychiatrist Dr Aaron Groves with advice and support from a 
Steering Committee, a Statutory Reference Group, a Clinical Reference Group, a Consumer Reference Group 
and a Carer Reference Group.  Carers Tasmania is a member of the Carer Reference Group.  

While details are still be being finalised, it is likely that there will be several ways for people to contribute.  More 
details will be provided soon.  

One way is to give feedback through Carers Tasmania.  Details are provided overleaf.   

 

Dr Aaron Groves  
Chief Civil Psychiatrist and Chief Forensic Psychiatrist  
9 August 2019  



  

 

 

Mental Health Act 2013 (Tas) 

Operational Review 
 

Carers Tasmania is hosting a series of consultations to gather feedback from 

carers about their experiences related to the Mental Health Act 2013 

 

Location Date Time Venue 

Launceston  5 September  10:00am – 12:00pm  Door of Hope 
(Meeting Room 8)   

Devonport  5 September  2:00pm – 2:00pm   Cancer Council 
2/45 Best Street 

Burnie  6 September 10:00am - 12:00pm Carers Tasmania 
192 Wilson Street 

  

 

Refreshments will be provided, and some parking is available at most venues. 

 

Please register at www.carerstas.org/events 

 

If you are unable to attend any of the events above but want to stay informed, please 

email peak@carerstasmania.org or call 1800 242 636.  

 

If you have any questions, please call Carers Tasmania on (03) 6144 3700 

 
 

Please share this information with anyone you know 

caring for someone with mental illness 

Unable to attend? Email your input 
 

You are invited to provide written input to: 

peak@carerstasmania.org 

This will be collated by Carers Tasmania and provided to the Office of the 

Chief Psychiatrist. 

 

http://www.carerstas.org/events
mailto:peak@carerstasmania.org

